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Standing Rock
Connor Johnson
The Dakota Student

creativity
Robin Du Pont reads poetry Thursday evening in the Medora Room at the Memorial Union.

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student

English grad students share creative writing at Graduate Reading Series
Haley Olson
The Dakota Student
Brittney Christy and Robin Du
Pont, both graduate students in
the English department, presented
“The Graduate Reading Series”
on Nov. 17, 2016 at the Memorial
Union in the medora room.
Christy and Du Pont presented
creative pieces of their work, both
soon to be critical works as well.
Christy has an emphasis in rhetorical composition with an overlap in
creative writing; Du Pont has an
emphasis in creative writing with
an emphasis in poetry.
The series started out with
Christy presenting her short story
titled “Chuck and Jim.” The story
centered around two brothers and
their relationship between their father and soon-to-be step mother.
“A lot of families are weird. Every family is messed up,” Christy
stated before starting her piece.

“Don’t write about an idea.”
Christy’s story had underlining
themes of family, feminism and the
troubles in between. With the main
characters being twins, they face a
father who impregnates his son’s

ence.
“Du Pont’s work has grown
and matured, it is more complex.
You can feel the power of Robin’s
work when you listen to it.” Cody
Dietz, moderator and fellow Eng-

“Sharing my work is extremely important, in
and outside of my department because I want
others to know they aren’t alone. Inside the
department it is important to join the greater
discourse of my fellow peers and professors.”

Robin Du Pont

English graduate student

ex-girlfriend, resulting in an awkward family golf game.
Du Pont presented her series
after Christy. She presented a collection of six poems to the audi-

lish graduate student, said.
Du Pont presented her poems
that related to situations and experiences that she dealt with from her
childhood.

Poems ranging from comparing her past to highway 405 in California to dark Germanic themed
poetry, Du Pont’s poetry is centered around being sexually molested by someone she was close to.
“How can I blame you for a
darkness you can’t control,” Du
Pont wrote in her poem. “I write
my poems so that others who experience moments of shame can ﬁnd
ways to transcend and make meaning from those moments.
“Sharing my work is extremely
important, in and outside my department because I want others to
know they aren’t alone,” Du Pont
said. “Inside the department it is
important to join the greater discourse of my fellow peers and professors.”
“Even though Grand Forks is
a small community it is important
to cultivate an appreciation for the
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Philippine culture night Football postseason bound

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Students perform a traditional candle dance
during the Philippines international night event on
Thursday evening at the Loading Dock Auditorium.
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Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
The UND football team celebrates their victory
over Northern Arizona University on Nov. 12 at the
Alerus Center.

As winter approaches, the
protests surrounding the Dakota Access Pipeline continue
at the Standing Rock Indian
Reservation, located an hour
south of Bismarck, N.D. With
the deadline for the government contract of construction
expiring January 1, the protestors will have to deal with the
unforgiving cruelty of a North
Dakota winter, out in the barren plains, if they wish to succeed.
However, they soon will
be given
aid in their
“There
struggle.
was a part of
Alex Aman,
me I didn’t
a senior at
know was
the Univerasleep,
(and
sity of North
Dakota, is
it) woke up
working
when I went
with Red
there.”
Lake Nation
rap artist
Alex
Thomas X to
Aman
organize a
donation for
the Standing
Rock camps come Thanksgiving. The goal is to collect
100 pounds of canned food,
as well as warm clothing to
weather the frigid temperatures. The group also consists
of other donors in the Twin
Cities and Fargo, including
Minneapolis resident Carla
Alarcon, who knitted 100 hats
for the donation.
“The main goal overall is
to redefine what Thanksgiving
means,” Aman said about the
drive, referring to the original
Thanksgiving in 1621 Plymouth, Mass.
The purpose of the original Thanksgiving, as taught
in elementary school, was an
expression of gratitude by the
Puritan colony of Plymouth
to the local Native American
population, who helped them
escape starvation during their
first winter. Almost 400 years
later, the spirit of the holiday
remains intact, but now it will
be the “settlers” assisting the
native group.
Aman, Thomas X and others will leave for Standing
Rock on Thanksgiving Day,
delivering
their
collected
donations at the main support camp, Red Warrior (it is
not located in the path of the
pipeline, as the “direct action”
camps are). Alongside their
donation, the group plans to
volunteer to help with any
civic projects in the camp, as is
usual for visitors to the camp.
Aman, from Minnesota,
is one of the co-founders of
the media group Sandbagger
News, along with Will Beaton.
The two formed the group in
2014 after leaving employment at the Dakota Student
and Studio One. Last month,
the duo accompanied VICE
News to Standing Rock to provide camera assistance and
drone operations.
“It’s very real to me, and
I’m really passionate about it,”
Aman said about the protests.
He described the first time he
went to the camp:
“There was a part of me I
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1 | Standing Rock
didn’t know was asleep,
(and it) woke up when I
went there.”
Donations are being
accepted in Minneapolis,
Fargo, and Grand Forks.
The Grand Forks dropoff
location is at 531 Hamline Street, the Sandbagger News “headquarters” (the house with the
sign in front of it).

The Dakota Student is a
student-operated newspaper
published by the university of
North Dakota.
Opinions expressed in this
publication are not necessarily
those of UND or the
administration, faculty, staﬀ
and student body of UND.
The Dakota Student is
published every Tuesday and
Friday during the academic
year except during holidays,
vacation breaks and exam
periods.
The Dakota Student is
printed at Grand Forks
Herald on PEFC Certiﬁed
paper, using soy-based inks.

Connor Johnson is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
cljohnson317@gmail.com

The Dakota Student
welcomes feedback regarding
articles and photographs, and
prints corrections for articles
containing factual errors.

“Cookin’ with Kiddos”
Haley Olson
The Dakota Student

Alex Aman / Sandbagger News

The Wellness Center holds
“Cookin’ with Kiddos” once
a month to promote healthy
living in children. Lesson plan
coordinator, Miriah Schneider, plans a meal prep that is
easy for both children and parents to cook.
“The body is the most
important thing to take care
of,” Schneider says. “We want
these kids to be healthier in the
kitchen. To be aware of what
they are eating.”
This event is promoted
on bulletin boards and signs
throughout the Wellness Center and sprawled throughout
campus. Cookin’ with Kiddos is directed towards faculty
members or students who
have access to the center; as
UND is is required to be admitted. A $9.00 entrance fee is
required.
“I think it does need to be
promoted more.” Schneider
states. “We need to promote
healthy eating early on.”
This month, Schneider
planned a two-course food
display for the children who
attended. Since Thanksgiving was mere weeks away,
Schneider coordinated one of
the dishes to resemble a turkey.
The first dish the children
learned to cook was a cauliflower based pizza. Using cau-

liflower as a base and as crust,
they chopped it up and combined different spices. It was
then put into the oven until it
was crispy.
While it was in the oven,
the children were able to make
the second course. The second
course included the production of a fruit pizza made from
English muffins, Greek yogurt (Salted caramel or strawberry [though you can use
any kind]) and assorted fruits
(apples, bananas and strawberries).
After the crust was finished, the kids were able to
decorate their personalized
pizzas with ingredients of
cheese, pepperoni, peppers
and olives into a form of the
turkey. After done decorating
their pizza, the pizzas were
put back in the oven long
enough for the cheese to melt
and pepperoni and Canadian
bacon to get warm.
After preparing the meals,
the kids were able to eat their
pizza(s) or take them home
to eat later. The kids were
able to create and eat healthy
food while being creative on
how they decorated it. “Next
month, we plan on holiday
themed food to celebrate the
season.” Schneider stated.
Haley Olson is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
haley.l.olson@und.edu
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arts and for writing,” Du
Pont said. “I hope the English department continues to
make strides in encouraging
and fostering this creative
community.”
“We have no more creative support,” Christy stated. “Our creative writing
department is dead.”
With both creative writing professors gone, the
English department has an
opening for one position.
This is the third semester
that the graduate students
put on the poetry and short
story presentation. They aim
to host between one or two a
semester.
Both Christy and Du
Pont plan on ﬁnishing their
work within the next few
years. Christy, by the year
2020; Du Pont will ﬁnish her
coursework this year, then
must take her comp exams
and ﬁnish her manuscript.
Haley Olson is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
haley.l.olson@und.edu

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Brittney Christy reads a short story during a graduate series reading event Thursday evening at the medora room in the Memorial
Union.

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Students and staff listen as Robin Du Pont (not pictured) reads during
a graduate reading series Thursday evening in the medora room at the
Memorial Union.

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Robin Du Pont prefaces a poem she performed during Thursday’s
graduate reading event at the medora room at the Memorial Union.

Diversity Advisory Council continues to seek ideas for enhanced inclusion at UND
Liz Kacher
The Dakota Student
The
conversation
about diversity and inclusion practices on
campus continues as
the Diversity Advisory
Council continues to
look at how UND can
become a more welcoming environment.
The Diversity Advisory Council was established by President
Kennedy last month to
provide a recommendation for improving

will then compare these
practices to the practices of other universities,
and then will provide
a recommendation to
Kennedy.
The council is looking into the best practices of universities who
have faced similar issues
as they discuss what is
best to implement for
UND. Sandra Mitchell, chair of the council, spoke to the Grand
Forks Herald on Friday
said some of those best
practices include “all

in other places to see if
they could work here.
Mitchell
specified
three topics related to
diversity and inclusion
that the council is looking into — the best practices throughout higher
education, curriculum
and co-curricular activities related to diversity.
Mitchell said the
committee hopes to continue the discussion and
lead the campus when
these issues arise at
UND.
“One of the things we

“A huge part of our task is being able to speak for our
colleagues and be that voice around diversity on campus so
that it’s not me who’s saying this, but a representative body
of our peers who are supporting and encouraging this.”

Sandra Mitchell

Chair of Diversity Advisory Council
campus climate about
diversity and inclusion
issues.
The council, composed of students, faculty, staff and community
members, has three objectives set forth by Kennedy. They are looking
into existing practices
about diversity and inclusion on campus, they

first-year students reading the same book or the
campus taking part in a
service projects.”
The council is looking
into what has worked
for other universities as
a model for what could
work for our university. They are looking
into practices that have
proven to be effective

struggle with is how do
we help people understand the complexities
of diversity,” Mitchell
said in an interview with
the Herald. “It’s not
achieved through superficial things but how do
you do things that have
both breadth and depth?
Because that’s where the
change will take place.

Many schools throughout the country have
councils similar to this
one, which are a governing body that reports
to the university president.”
The
council
was
formed after racially
charged pictures involving UND students were
posted on Snapchat back
in September. The pictures led students to
hold a rally on campus
asking for a zero tolerance policy. Because of
the First Amendment of
the Constitution, a UND
investigation concluded
the pictures didn’t violate the UND Code of
Student Life.
The council hopes to
be a model for leadership to the entire university according to Mitchell. They aspire to be a
voice for everyone in the
community as a whole.
The council wants everyone to be included in
this conversation.
“A huge part of our
task is being able to
speak for our colleagues
and be that voice around
diversity on campus so
that it’s not me who’s
saying this, but a representative body of our
peers who are support-

ing and encouraging
this,” Mitchell explained
in an interview with the
Herald.
While the council
aims to meet the Dec.
15 deadline, Mitchell
told the Herald that the
group will continue to
meet so they can provide people with the op-

portunity to be involved
in the decision-making
process about diversity
and inclusion practices.

Liz Kacher is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
mary.kacher@und.edu
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Lawyers, there’s more than meets the eye
Elizabeth Fequiere
Dakota Student
Lawyers are known
for being untrustworthy
and deceitful, taking any
and every opportunity
to exploit a loophole for
their own greedy advantage. People tend to
think the worst of lawyers. Many wonder how
they can defend murderers and thieves and
still sleep at night when
they get their clients off
on technicalities. If all of
this is true and lawyers
are just immoral tricksters, then what makes
people decide to go to
law school in the first
place?
What is less understood about this profession is the need people
have for legal representation. There’s such a
great need for qualified,
passionate individuals

who want to help communities that don’t retain many legal advocates. Attorneys aren’t
just for the wicked. They
exist to advocate for
those who cannot speak
for themselves or those
who require legal guidance in their time of
need. Most politicians
went to law school first
because they needed a
deeper understanding of
the law to effect change
in government.
There are a lot of
reasons why people decide to go to law school.
Number one on the list is
money, but there are other more noble reasons as
well. Some students go
to law school believing
they can have a positive
influence on the world.
Understanding how
the law works gives you
the power to change it.
The law is so versatile
and ever-changing, it’s

The UND School of Law building.

difficult not to find some
aspect of it that you enjoy.
There are so many areas to become passionate
about, but with this last
election, I’m reminded
that politics has always
been near and dear to my
heart. I believe the best
way to change lives is to
influence the laws that
govern us all.
I knew that I was going to law school at a

File photo/ UND

very young age. I’ll admit, initially, it was purely financially motivated.
It wasn’t until adulthood
that I began to think of
how much I could do to
help people. Probably
due in most part to the
reputation lawyers have,
law school puts a lot of
focus on maintaining integrity and honor while
you study in the hopes
that you’ll retain those
habits after graduation.

It’s in law school that
I began to develop a purpose for my career. Yes, I
still want to make money, but now I want more.
I want my career to be
filled with the honor and
decency that I’ve learned
to instill in my work. I
desire to be a competent
and passionate advocate for clients I believe
in. Attorneys seem evil
because they make decisions that make people
question their integrity.
The truth is every
U.S. citizen is entitled to
legal representation, it’s
just a lawyer’s job to represent their client to the
best of their ability. Everyone is innocent until
proven guilty and, when
you’re in the public eye,
perception plays a huge
role in the way others
judge you.
Law school teaches
the law, but more importantly it teaches you

how to think like a lawyer. When it comes to the
law, nothing is black and
white. The law resides
almost completely in
the grey, which is everchanging and difficult
to interpret without the
right education. Like it
or not, the law is shrouded in such ambiguity the
need for attorneys is ingrained in this country’s
foundation.
Bottom line, it’s up to
you to decide what kind
of attorney you want to
be. You can choose to be
exactly what people expect you to be, a slimy,
underhanded liar or you
can become an upstanding member of a respectable profession.

Elizabeth Fequiere is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student. She can be reached
at elizabeth.fequiere@und.edu

Impossible to rid the media of all bias
Sean Cleary
Dakota Student
Election year media
coverage often brings up
a recurring topic of debate: media bias. This cycle was certainly no exception, and the debate
won’t be going away
anytime soon.
I’ve always found it
peculiar when critics of
the media choose to use
the term “the media” in
the first place. The media
is a very large and everchanging institution; the
so-called fourth estate
isn’t some sort of monolithic, cohesive unit. It
ranges from bi-weekly
student newspapers to
the New York Times,
local news affiliates to
Fox News, conservative
talk radio to NPR. These
differences are further

exaggerated by nontraditional outlets, like
blogging, podcasts or social media posts.
It’s not really a stretch
to say that these things
are different from each
other, and that they all
have their own biases. So
instead of railing against
“media” bias, perhaps
people should start saying they think a particular media outlet has
a certain bias. It would
certainly be more accurate.
Bias itself is a very
subjective and nuanced
idea. In news coverage,
most people expect a
reasonable level of objectivity, but this is not the
easiest thing to determine. Blatant bias is simple to detect for even a
casual observer, but tone
and phrasing are much
more subliminal and dif-

ficult to determine. Oftentimes, bias can simply
be what a particular outlet chooses to cover and
what it chooses not to.
The media, like any
institution, is made up
of people who are imperfect, make mistakes
and yes, have biases. Obviously certain groups
within “the media” will
have different biases
than others, at times even
intentionally so. If someone thinks a particular
media outlet has bias,
they are certainly free to
say so. Under the First
Amendment of the Constitution, people have
the freedom of speech;
if a person wants to use
this freedom to call out
perceived biases of a media outlet, they can.
Also protected under
the First Amendment is
the freedom of the press.

This includes press that
is biased or publishes
things that people may
disagree with. We have
libel laws that allow
people and corporations
to sue media outlets for
publishing patently false
and malicious statements.
Consider the alternatives. We could have the
government dictate what
the media should write,
like Russia, China and
North Korea do to various extents. We could
return to the “Fairness
Doctrine,” which would
result in outlets being required to provide equal
coverage to both sides
of an issue regardless of
their merit, and the government would decide if
this coverage is “fair.”
Or maybe we could
switch to the style of libel laws that the United

Kingdom has, where
journalists who are sued
for libel are essentially
guilty until proven innocent.
None of these options sound better than
our current system in
the United States, despite its flaws. This isn’t
to say that bias is good,
but more so that it is
something that comes
along with having a free
press. Consumers should
hold media companies
accountable when they
are biased, make mistakes or do something
stupid or underhanded.
Courts should hold them
accountable when they
break the law.
Since biases will always exist to various extents, it’s probably good
to get news from a variety of sources and not
blindly accept things as

gospel. This is especially
true at a time where fake
news stories frequently
go viral on social media,
itself a topic worthy of a
column. Being a consumer of media does require
some effort, and it likely
won’t be helpful to lump
all media sources together as “the media.”
We will never have
a media system that is
free from bias. While we
should expect factual
news, it would be naive
to think that it will always be completely objective. This is impossible. While our system is
indeed flawed in certain
ways, but it is better than
the alternatives.

Sean Cleary is a copy editor for The

Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
sean.d.cleary@und.edu

“Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them” impresses
Emily Gibbens
Dakota Student
“Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them” is
an exciting, fantasy spinoff of the Harry Potter
series.
The movie came out
on Nov. 18, 2016, and is
based upon the script
written by J.K. Rowling who took inspiration from a textbook
mentioned within in the
Harry Potter books and
films.
The British film was
directed by David Yates
and produced by Warner Bros. Actors included
Eddie Redmayne, Katherine Waterston, Dan Fogler and Ezra Miller with
a surprise appearance
from Johnny Depp.
In the Harry Potter
books and films, “Fantastic Beasts” and Where to
Find Them is a textbook
used at Hogwarts to
teach students about the
creatures in the magic
world. The book is written by Newt Scamander,
the main character of the
film.
Scamander,
played
by Redmayne, goes on a
journey from his home in
England to NYC. While
in NYC, he discovers that
magic is handled much
differently than what

he is used to in his native country. Scamander
spent his life working
with and studying various magical creatures
that most wizards knew
nothing about.
While
walking
around NYC carrying
many of those creatures
with him in an enchanted
briefcase, Scamander accidentally let the animals
out into the non-magical
world.
Scamander navigates
the Big Apple trying to
gather his creatures all
while dealing with an ordinary man who saw him
casting spells, the Magical Congress of the U.S.,
and an evil spirit that is
wreaking havoc on the
city.
The movie gave me
a nostalgic feeling that
brought me right back
to middle school when
I was reading the Harry
Potter books, and then
watching the movies.
There are subtle jokes
and connections throughout the movie that really
brought the worlds together. There was even
one mention of Albus
Dumbledore’s name that
grabbed the attention of
all of the Harry Potter
fans in the theater.
Redmayne did a great
job depicting the smart,
mischievous,
slightly

Photo courtesy of pixabay.com
J.K. Rowling’s most recent novel in the Harry Potter series

awkward,
Scamander.
His quirkiness kept the
audience laughing and
his sentiment made it
impossible not to feel his
emotion. His chemistry
with the rest of the set,
especially Tina, the stubborn Auror for the magi-

cal government, played
by Waterston was undeniable.
The film follows an
interesting
storyline
that gets a bit confusing
throughout. By the end,
most of the loose ends
were tied, but some ques-

tions were intentionally
left unanswered to set up
for the movies to follow.
The cinematography
of the movie was fantastic. The stylistic qualities
and the dark, gloomy settings of the film reminded me of the same style
the Harry Potter movies
were filmed in. Fantastic
Beasts was better quality, but that is most likely
due to the time in which
it was filmed. “Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone” was released in
2001, 15 years ago. It only
makes sense that the film
quality of this movie is
much better.
The most impressive part of the film was
the special effects. Dozens of mythical, magical
creatures had to come to
life because of Scamander’s fascination. They
all looked very realistic.
The magic within the
movie was also very convincing. Though magic
wasn’t used as much as
one would expect from
a Rowling movie, the visual effects were years
ahead of the original
Harry Potter films.
Although the movies often intertwine, this
movie is unlike the original Harry Potter movies because there wasn’t
a book to go off of for
this one. Because of this,

viewers have no idea
what to expect, and they
were also left wondering
if this would be the only
movie or part of a series.
At one point, Rowling
announced it would be
a trilogy, but this October she confirmed that
the “Fantastic Beasts”
series will be split into
five separate films over
the next eight years. The
next movie of the series
is set to be released in
Nov. 2018.
I believe the people
who grew up reading or
watching the Harry Potter series will be split
into two groups: the ones
who don’t enjoy it because they don’t think
anything could live up
to the originals and the
ones, like me, will enjoy the journey Fantastic
Beasts brings them on
because it lets them hold
onto their Harry Potter
memories.
Because of the great
special effects, the nostalgia and Eddie Redmayne’s acting skills
(and charm), I give “Fantastic Beasts and Where
to Find Them” 4.5 out of
5 stars.

Emily Gibbens is an opinion writer for
The Dakota Student. She can be reached
at emily.gibbens@und.edu
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Dueling opinions; are congressional
term limits a good idea or not?

Democratic suppression Preventing corruption
Dave Owen
Dakota Student
It’s time to have that
conversation again folks, in
regards to term limits and
whether or not they are a
good idea. As you can tell
from the title of the article,
I am 100 percent against the
concept of term limits and
hope you will be too by the
end of this conversation.
Term limits when they
begin their argument usually sound fairly pragmatic,
as though it were a silver
bullet to fix the issues facing our nation. Proponents
of term limits start out by
pointing out that congressional approval ratings are
seldom above 20 percent,
and that even your average
used car salesman is more
trusted and respected in
the community than the aggregate of the politicians in
Washington D.C., Bismarck
or Minneapolis.
They then point to the
fact that the reason political insiders play games is to
retain their power, so if we
didn’t give them a way to retain that power they would
have no games left to play.
This all makes sense in theory, but becomes problematic the second they begin
talking about their districts
politician or the local mayor.
By the very definition of
political office in most races,
the politician must have at
a minimum of 50 percent,
due to the two party system,
which sadly still exists in our
society. Furthermore, when
we look at the hard approval
of congressmen/women in
most districts their approval
hovers around 70 to 80 percent. As much as Democrats and Republicans tend
to complain about career
politicians, they seem to as a
group never have a problem
with them when it’s their
guy in office.
Take for example the so

called Washington outsider
Ted Cruz, or Marco Rubio on
the right, or Bernie Sanders
on the left. All three of these
individuals have been heavily involved in the American
political system for most of
if not all of their adult lives,
and outsider rhetoric is usually a lie to unseat a qualified individual especially in
the GOP.
In fact nearly 75 percent
of all American’s supported
‘career politicians’ as their
first choices during the primaries, the very people term
limits seek to eliminate.
Secondly, I find the
rhetoric around career politicians dishonest to say the
least. Rather than attack
their policies people chose
to attack the fact that they
have served their nation for
a prolonged period of time.
Name one other profession where time served is
seen as a negative as opposed to a positive. Naturally, the longer you work
at something the more experienced and better at it you
become, and a life of politics
should not been seen as an
immediate disqualifier from
office, just as having a long
career as a lawyer doesn’t
make me less likely to hire
you to represent me. Experience in all forms should be a
positive, not a way to lazily
attack someone’s character
as opposed to their arguments
Lastly, there seems to
be this flawed belief that
people in power abuse their
power only after being in the
system for a long a period of
time, which is quantifiably
false.
According to FivethirtyEight, the four most corrupt states per capita all
are those with some form
of term limits in place for
their executives/legislature,
which suggests that termlimits have been ineffective
in curbing corruption.
In fact, the three least

corrupt states per capita,
consist of two states with no
laws governing term limits, and one state with partial term-limits with a eight
on four off model. Clearly
when we look at the data, it
appears that there is a direct
inverse correlation with corruption and limitations on
democracy.
After deconstructing the
arguments of the purported
benefits of term limits, lets
next move my real opposition, that they are a fundamental method of democratic subversion.
When someone advocates for term limits, they are
essentially telling you that
your choice of who should
have the power to rule over
you doesn’t matter.
Term limits do exactly
such a thing, rather than
forcing the opposition to a
candidate to actually beat
them and defeat this candidate’s supporters, they can
instead silence the will of the
majority through law.
By regulating how often you can seek regulation,
you are destroying the very
concept of democracy. What
term limits literally do is
state “I don’t care how much
you like this person as a
leader, he cannot lead you,”
how much like tyranny does
that sound as opposed to a
democracy.
If we assume that a populace is intelligent enough to
be permitted to select their
leaders, we must honor their
decisions of who to lead
them, despite our personal
opinions on the matter. No
matter my opinion on any
elected official, the people
should always have the
right to choose who they
want, as opposed to having
their options restricted.

Dave Owen is the opinion editor of
The Dakota Student. He can be reached
at dowen123455@yahoo.com

Nick Sallen
Dakota Student
“We came to office
not to seek for our own
power, but to implement
sound principles and
to benefit all the people
within our states. We
then passed the torch
to the next generation
of leaders,” Libertarian
nominee Gary Johnson
and his running mate,
Bill Weld, co-wrote in
an opinion piece to the
Washington Post.
Johnson and Weld
align their views on congressional term limits
with myself and a majority of americans polled
— congressional term
limits should be implemented on Senate and
the House of Representatives.
I believe consecutive
term limits will increase
performance while preventing corruption or
stagnation. A consecutive term limit means
a legislator may run
for election in another
chamber, or leave once
their term limit has been
met. Should the legislator choose to sit out for
two years, the clock will
reset, allowing a legislator to run for election in
the same position should
they not want to serve in
another chamber. In my
eyes, eight to 12 years is
the ideal length of time
a legislator should be allowed to serve in one position.
My co-worker believes that congressional
term limits thwart the
pillar of democracy our
government is based on,
because if the people
vote for their representative to stay but their
term limit has been met,
the representative has no
choice but to step down.

In 1995, the Supreme
Court ruled that term
limits on Congress is unconstitutional, verifying
my coworkers belief.
In the ‘90s, 15 states
enacted state-level congressional term limits
of eight to 12 years. The
reasoning behind these
term limits was to bring
new perspectives to Congress and eliminate the
career politician.
The states which enacted these laws saw
special interest groups
and lobbyists working
harder to secure subsidies or favorable regulation from their state governments. I believe this
is a good thing because
money should never influence policy decisions.
Lobbyists in these states
have had to develop
more relationships and
make sound arguments
for the corporations they
represent instead of relying on long-term friendships.
The 22nd Amendment, limiting the president of the United States
to two terms, was added to the Constitution.
Therefore, term limits
on Congress could become constitutional if
an amendment were
passed. It seems highly
unlikely that kind of legislation will pass due to
Congress and the House
of Representatives both
needing a 2/3 vote pass
an amendment which
would limit their ability
to have an extended stay
in their respective chamber.
The truth is that legislators who have stayed
in their position uninterrupted know how to win.
They may be a well-liked
representative for their
constituents. A legislator
who votes for the people
they represent will re-
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ceive votes in the nexto
election. For these kindsd
of legislators, I wisho
their weren’t term limits.t
Legislators could alsol
use their power to enactl
“pork barrel” policy tot
bring in lots of campaigni
dollars in an effort to outp
spend and, in turn, be rewarded by winning thee
election due to their pre-r
paid popularity.
w
A
legislator
mays
lose sight of their con-v
stituents desires and actr
solely out of self-interest.p
If this were to happen,S
term limits would eventually force them out ofh
their position, and theyf
would have to provel
their worth as a legisla-s
tor once more.
c
Currently, there aret
11 members in the Con-m
gress who have servedi
in the same position form
over 36 years. The old-t
est active uninterruptedo
representative
beingi
John Conyers, who hasm
served Michigan’s 13ths
congressional district for
over 51 years.
i
Congressional termy
limits are needed at allt
levels of government be-i
cause of the large elec-o
toral advantage incum-t
bents have, the constantw
threat of special interestt
groups buying off poli-t
ticians, historically lowa
rates of turnover and the
unique power that legis-t
lators hold. Our found-p
ing fathers thought termh
limits were a good ideat
when they drafted thei
Constitution
because
they valued good leader-w
ship over a long tenure. t
C
s
o

Nick Sallen is the editor-in-chief of The
Dakota Student. He can be reached at
nicholas.sallen@und.edu
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The Electoral College; a relic or a necessity?

Dave Owen
Dakota Student

As a result of this
current election, there
has been a great debate
in this country whether
or not it is acceptable for
tour nation to elect an insdividual to the position
hof president without
.them winning the popuolar vote, and what if any
tlegitimate purpose could
othe electoral college hold
nin the modern American
tpolitical system.
- I will assert that the
eelectoral college cur-rently is unacceptable,
while retaining the poysition that the popular
-vote should be largely irtrelevant to who becomes
.president of the United
,States.
- Before we go into the
fhistorical justifications
yfor this position, I would
elike to first clarify my
-stance. I believe that the
current system is better
ethan a strict popular vote
-methodology, but would
dinstead prefer a requirerment that in order for
-there to be a President
dof the United States, that
gindividual must win a
smajority of the sovereign
hstates.
r This would mean that
in order to be president,
myou would be required
lto win the popular vote
-in 26 states, regardless
-of size. In the event of a
-tie of 25/25 the election
twould then be sent to
tthe House of Represen-tatives who would then
wappoint a president.
e The reasoning for
-this seemingly bizarre
-position is the reason we
mhave an electoral college,
ato reassert that states are
ein fact sovereign.
e State
sovereignty,
-was established by multiple amendments to the
Constitution (10 and 11
specifically, implied in
others) dictates that each

state maintains some
level of autonomy from
others. If you eliminated
the electoral college this
would not be the case for
determining the president who is the chief executive of the states.
The original intent
of state sovereignty was
that in early days of
the republic, there were
substantial concerns in
regards to the level of
supremacy the federal
government would have
over the originally autonomous 13 states/colonies at this time.
There was a severe
fear in the hearts of our
founders that the states
would slowly become ir-

is in fact an independent actor, they must be
granted equal legal powers to all other states,
otherwise they are not
independent or sovereign, rather subservient
and dependent.
Just as Greece is
deemed independent of
the laws of France, despite their relative economic power and populations, so to must North
Dakota be allowed to
remain independent of
California, otherwise it
is impossible to claim
that North Dakota is, in
fact, sovereign as Greece
is.
So what does the electoral college have to do

rise against them.
Were the President
merely a figurehead position, this would be irrelevant, but this is not
the case. With current
presidential powers, this
is utterly unacceptable,
since it allows the will
of less than 15 sovereign
bodies to override the
will of roughly 2/3 of the
others (through veto)
and forces the agenda
to revolve solely around
the interests of these
larger states.
In short, in order to
maintain the traditions
of dual federalism and
state sovereignty, the
electoral college much
be reformed, but not

less of population are
equals in determining
the future of this nation.
Additionally,
there
are problematic implications for the lefts position of only popular vote
matters for determining
the president. If popular
vote is all that matters in
this country, why do we
have a Senate at all?
As it stands the same
argument could be used
that the Senate artificially allows small population based states to block
the overarching will of
the majority, with potentially only 9-10 percent of the American
publics beliefs being
able to block the will of

the land, regardless of a
potentially overwhelming majorities opinion.
The answer of course
goes back to our original discussion, states are
sovereign.
If you like the freedom of North Dakota to
dictate its own policies
and rules for the most
parts within its borders,
you must also permit a
system like the electoral
college to exist. By eliminating the electoral college, you are continuing
the tradition of replacing the states with the
federal government, and
when the day comes that
you oppose federal policy, it is perhaps a good

“By eliminating the electoral college, you are continuing the
tradition of replacing the states with the federal government, and
when the day comes that you oppose federal policy...it is perhaps
a good idea to have a method of prevention of such policies.
Remember, should you allow government to reduce the power of
those you stand against, you have reduced your own powers when
the day comes for you yourself to stand against government.
Dave Owen

The Dakota Student

relevant and subservient
to the federal government, and as a result the
doctrine of dual federalism was established. The
anti-federalists,
however, believed that this
was insufficient and as
a result passed the 10th
Amendment, which ensured sovereignty for the
states from federal powers, by limiting them exclusively to those listed
for the federal government in the Constitution.
If we assume as the
founders would have
us that states are in fact
sovereign, we must conclude that sovereignty
is independent of population size. If each state

with state sovereignty in
the modern era?
Simply put, without
an electoral college, you
strip away one of the last
two bastions which ensure the states ability to
remain sovereign. Since
the Supreme Court has
ruled the 10th Amendment to be largely a truism, the only current defenses the States have .
As it stands today,
however, the electoral
college severely hampers the sovereignty of
each state, by making the
opinions of up to 75 percent of them irrelevant,
should the correct combination of larger and
more populous states

had never been on vinyl before.
Of course, being a massive Hold Steady fan I had
to order these vinyls. Unfortunately, I could only afford
one at a time. I decided to
get my favorite of their six
albums “Separation Sunday.”
To me, this album is
incredibly special. It’s the
album that really pushed
on how great Criag Finn’s
lyrics are. Plus, it has the
song that got me into the
Hold Steady on it “Cattle
and the Creeping Things”
and “Your Little Hoodrat
Friend.”
“Cattle and the Creeping Things” is the second
song off the album and is
very obviously about Finn’s
time in rehab. The song although rocks has this eerie
sound to it.
“Cattle and the Creeping Things” has some great
lyrics in it regarding the fact
that during his treatment
they were turning people
Christian.
“They got to the part
with the cattle and the
creeping things, said I’m
pretty sure we’ve heard this
one before.”
“I guess I heard about
original sin, I heard the
dude blamed the chick, I
heard the chick blamed the
snake.”
These lyrics take a blunt
look at the Bible and the stories in them. One can only

imagine how many times
he had to hear these verses
to great these amazing and
humorous views.
The next song on the album is “Your Little Hoodrat
Friend.” Just reading the
title you know exactly the
type of person Finn is referring to. The whole song
rocks hard and is lyrical genius. One of the lines in the
song that has always stood
out to me is;
“And I can’t stand all the
things that she sticks into
her skin. Like sharpened
ballpoint pens and steel guitar strings. She says it hurts,
But it’s worth it.”
This lyric has scratched
itself into my brain and has
become one of the staple
lyrics for the band.
The New York/Twin Cities based band is still going
strong today and is continuing to grow in popularity.
Some people aren’t a
fan of Finn’s voice but once
you listening to at least one
album you will notice how
incredible and unique it is.
The Hold Steady is a
must listen to band, especially if you are from the
Twin Cities and love hearing your towns mentioned
in songs.

in the way that many
would like.
Each state must similarly to the Senate be
given equal power when
it comes to the selection
of the nations executive.
In this system, the president would be required
to win 26 of the states,
and only when the states
disagreed should it come
down to the relative
populations by a vote in
the House of Representatives.
In this case, we have
allowed still for popular vote to be important
should the states disagree, but we have stated that ultimately the
sovereign states regard-

the remaining 90 percent
of the country. Should
we not then also abolish state power in the
legislature, if we have
abolished their power in
selecting the executive?
Lastly, there is the
concept of constitutional amendments, as it
stands you could again
be blocked by an even
smaller population 6-9
percent, which is why
almost universal consensus is required for an
Amendment to currently
pass. Again, we must ask
if they cannot pick their
executive, why should
they be allowed to dictate the terms of the supreme legal document of

idea to have a method of
prevention of such policies.
Remember,
should
you allow government
to reduce the power of
those you stand against,
you have reduced your
own powers when the
day comes for you yourself to stand against government.

Dave Owen is the opinion editor of
The Dakota Student. He can be reached
at dowen123455@yahoo.com

Cameron’s Corner, The Hold Steady

Cameron Campbell
Dakota Student

“She said always remember, never to trust me.
She said that the first night
that she met me. She said
there’s going to come a time
where I’m going to have to
go, with whoever’s going to
get me the highest” Craig
Finn, front man for the band
The Hold Steady sings this
lyric to open up they’re 2005
record “Separation Sunday.” The line reflects on
Finn’s life before sobering
up.
Finn tells stories of the
Twin Cities drug scene and
makes obvious references to
places in lines like.
“True love gets troubled
by Stillwater and end up in
the Mississippi river.” Alternatively, “When they say
killer whales. They mean
they wailed on him ‘til they
killed him, up in Penetration Park.”
Or ones more obvious
like
“Payne Avenue lived up
to its name”
Through Finn’s lyrics
we can see into his past. He
makes this possible through
great detail and illusions to
places, people and things.
This November, the
band reissued their first two
album with never released
tracks. “Almost Killed Me”
and “Separation Sunday”
were released on CD and
colored vinyl. The albums

Cameron Campbell is an opinion
writer for The Dakota Student. He can
be reached at cameroncampbell25@
gmail.com

Photo courtesy of The Hold Steady official Facebook Page
It has been 10 years since “Boys and Girls in America” was first released.
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Philippine culture night
Stephanie Hollman
The Dakota Student
Students,
faculty
and members of the
community packed the
loading dock to watch
performances,
expand
their
knowledge
of
the Southeast Asian
archipelago,
and
of
course, get a taste of
traditional
cuisine
at the University of
North Dakota’s annual
Philippine
Cultural
Night this past Thursday
night.
The loading dock was
transformed with hints
of the colorful Asian
paradise,
including
festive
banners
reminiscent of the ones
used in traditional barrio
fiestas, or street parties
and a booth full of handwoven trinkets brought
from the country, and
glossy brochures and
catalogues
displaying
the
enticing
white
sand
beaches
and
the geographical and
cultural diversity among
the 7,700 islands.
Emy
Miller,
a
longtime
Fargo
resident
who
leads
and
participates
in
numerous
Filipino
culture
organizations
in the area including
the
FilAmMinDak
Association and the
annual Feast of Nations
at the University of
North Dakota, began
the night by singing
the national anthem of
the Philippines. Shae
Bonifacio, President of
the
Filipino-American
Student
Organization
(FASO),
accompanied
Miller by marching the

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Noelle Rivard (center) serves white rice during the Philippines international night on Thursday evening at the Loading Dock.

colorful philippine flag
onstage.
The
program
emphasized
the
importance of music and
dance in the Philippine
culture.
A
hip-hop
dance routine featuring
music
from
Silentó
(“Watch Me Work”),
Zendaya
(“Something
New”),
and
Jason
Derulo
(“Trumpets”)
represented music of
the modern FilipinoAmerican, while the rest
of the songs showcased
the traditional Filipino
dances along with the
sounds of the islands
and colorful traditional

costumes.
Agnes Carlson and
Rachel Villaflores of
the
FilAmMinDak
Association drove from
Fargo to perform the
Filipino
folk
dance
Janggay, which refers
to the metal fingernail
extensions
worn
by
women during special
occasions.
For the next traditional
dance, Pandango Sa Ilaw,
the lights on the loading
dock were dimmed and
the crowd began to hush.
Translated to “Dance
with Candlelight,” this
dance featured three
couples who danced

while
masterfully
balancing three candles
with one on their head.
Along with these
dance
performances,
the group educated the
crowd about everything
from Philippine climate
to the Jeepneys and
tricycles,
which
are
eccentric
modes
of
transportation
used
within the islands. Erika
Ettl, member of FASO
and a host of the night,
noted the importance of
putting this together for
the community.
“It’s
important
because for a night,
people
immerse

themselves in a culture
that’s completely foreign
to them and not their
own," Ettl said. "They are
able to see things from
a different perspective,
and we need that because
we live in such a diverse
world.”
As with the other
culture nights at the
University
of
North
Dakota, the crowd was
looking forward to one
thing in particular: the
authentic and deliciously
home cooked free food.
The offerings were
very
traditional
and
seemed to more than
satisfy everyone in the

crowd as it ran out
quickly, and people did
not hesitate to return to
the long line for seconds.
The main courses
for the dinner included
beef caldereta, a hearty
beef stew cooked with
potatoes, bell peppers,
carrots, and tomato sauce
served over white rice,
and pancit, a soft-fried
noodle dish with plenty
of vegetables and flavor.
These were followed by a
delightful purple dessert
called ube, which is
purple taro root that has
been softened and cooked
slowly with condensed
milk and sugar.
FASO President Shae
Bonifacio concluded the
night with thanks to the
many people who made
this year’s Philippine
Culture Night a success
and for her, it’s become a
culmination of four years
worth of experience in
being part of the Filipino
community
at
the
University.
“This
year's
Philippine Culture Night
is my favorite because the
UND Filipino-American
Student
Organization
have grown a lot since I
lead the group,” she said,
smiling as she watched
everyone laugh, take
pictures and enjoy the
food that her auntie,
Emelie Grant, prepared.
“This is my last year
at UND and I am grateful
that I get to share my
culture to Grand Forks
and UND community,"
Bonifacio said.

Stephanie Hollman is a staff writer
for The Dakota Student. She can be
reached at stephshollman@gmail.com

Little Bangkok is expensive but worth it
Declan Hoffman
The Dakota Student
An overall average
experience, and maybe
less depending on your
luck, Little Bangkok of
East Grand Forks offers
a vast selection of traditional Japanese sushi
and other oriental noodles or stir fry dishes for
prices that keep expectations far higher than
what is delivered.
Offering everything
from traditional thai
classics — including
spicy stir fry, noodles,
rice and even curry — to
a generous sushi menu
complete with sashimi,
nigiri and maki in a la
carte, separate rolls,
combo rolls and specialty rolls, finding a dish
worth craving for will be
no difficult task.
The popular noodle
options of pad thai,
drunken noodles, yakisoba, pho and kao kai
Noodles are all listed
on the extensive noodle
menu.
Rice
classics
like
sweet and sour, pad cashew and thai fried rice
are all sauteed stir-fry
style, each with their
corresponding
stir-fry
sauce, combination of
vegetables and customer
choice of meat or tofu
with a side of jasmine
rice. A taste of the yakisoba noodle dish was
not as impressive as the
sushi selection and quality, but definitely worth

a try.
The maki sushi was
fresh, and while not being the best sushi out
there, it did leave me
wanting more. The nigiri
were also clearly of high
quality from the first
bite. Although only having tasted the tai, sake
and maguro nigiri selections, they seemed to be
representative of what
could be assumed as an
overall impressive display from the sushi bar.
With all the sushi op-

tions available, anyone
looking for a taste of
the traditional Japanese
cuisine in Grand Forks
will not be disappointed
heading Little Bangkok’s
way — until seeing the
prices, not even considering the fact that the
majority of the restaurant's demographic consists of barely paid college students.
But for the older,
more financially stable customers of Little
Bangkok, the level of

service offered from the
waiting staff is certain
to leave quite a bit to be
desired. Although most
servers almost always
had a smile — forced or
not — on their face, there
seemed to be a disconnect between their portrayed level of dedication and what they were
able to offer.
Observing surrounding tables, the frustration was not hard to observe on the expressions
of those having waited

Photo courtesy of pixabay.com
Little Bangkok offers a variety of fresh options within the Asian culture.

Restaurant Review
an extended period of
time for noodle entrees,
fidgeting their thumbs
waiting for the bill or a
chance to ask for a drink
refill.
For the premium
product Little Bangkok
presents themselves to
be — from their prime
location on the bank of
the Red River, to the
thoughtfully laid out
design that creates a
convincing atmosphere
which are all first steps
to delivering what the
check asks for — there
seems to be a disconnect
with the inconsistent
staff.
Although most waiting staff are likely to be
much better seasoned
than the few observed
during one two hour
sitting, it doesn’t seem
customer service should
even be a discussion for
the prices charged here.
Dollar sushi nights
every Wednesday appear
to be the only effort put
forth to attract the most
reliable customer base —
UND students.
Perhaps they could
try a "buy one get one"
sushi roll menu or extending hours to bring
in the midnight craving

college students, or decrease the prices to make
it more affordable for
everyone all leave the
business model for this
restaurant slightly confusing.
Little Bangkok tries to
present a brand of higher
quality by offering average dishes and above average sushi, a huge menu
and a thoughtful atmosphere, but it lacks the
waiting staff to deliver
the brand in a way that
is most important to seal
the deal.
For a night out and
a craving for sushi, stirfry or noodle dishes in
Grand Forks, options
tend to be limited and
nobody would be wrong
giving Little Bangkok a
try. It would just be even
better if there was a clear
effort to establish the
restaurant's product in
one way or another.
Overall, the experience was pleasant and
certainly worth returning to with a wallet able
to support the tab, that
is.
Declan Hoffman is a staff writer
for The Dakota Student. He can be
reached at declan.hoffman@und.edu
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Major of the week

Information Systems

N
T

Jacob Notermann
The Dakota Student
For the past few
months, I have been informing the reader on
the lesser-known or
more interesting majors
offered at UND. There
have been well-known
majors with crowds and
those with only a handful of students. There
have been majors for
incredibly competitive
fields and those starving
for personnel.
For information systems, it is admittedly
not well known and is
actively seeking to get
more students into the
field.
Despite the dozen-orso students that graduate from the program
each year, information
systems is centered on
people and how they interact with technology.
Tim O’Keefe is the
Chair of UND’s Department of Information Systems and Business Communication. He said the
major in a mix of computer science, psychology, management and
social sciences.
“It has to do with
user interfaces and how
people interact,” O’Keefe
said. “If you’re going to
build a system that people can actually work
with and work with together, you have to understand the way people
work together.”
Information Systems
students take classes in
various classes in the college of business as well
as computer programing. In these courses,
students work hands-on
with an assortment of
big data bases, networking programs, interactive
web page designing and
coding.
The professors strive
for students to have the
most hands-on experience possible. In this
field, answers to a single
problem are plentiful.
Sandy Braathen is an
information systems professor at UND. She said
there are days when going over the homework
can take a full class period just to cover all the
possible correct answers
students may have for
one problem.
Even though the field
covers a wide range of
topics and students have
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Timothy O'Keefe is the Chair of the Information Systems and Business Education Department at UND.

Sandy Braathen is a professor in the information systems and businness education department.

more interactive work,
the day-to-day grind is
described as “manageable.”
“I don’t think that we
are excessive,” Braathen
said. “The technology
has made that better because the students can do
more things at home.”
This can be contributed to UND’s agreement
with Microsoft which
allows information systems students to download operating systems
and software packages
onto their personal computers for no price.
The field for these
students appears to be
brightening and widening as time goes on.
These careers are project-

ed to be some of the highest desired in the coming
decade.
O’Keefe said the market is in such demand for
their skills that many students come into the program already employed
in the field.
An important note to
feature is that these careers can pay well from
the start. There are entrylevel jobs that average in
the $70,000 a year range.
A career field so desperate for talent and pays
as well as it does, in theory, should have a line of
students knocking on the
program’s door. However, the name just isn’t
getting out there.
Braathen said that

some of the advertising
and recruitment issues
derives from the word
“computer” not being in
the program’s title.
The faculty believe information systems is an
appropriate compliment
to computer science as
a double major, but also
point out that there is a
clear difference between
the two.
“Students who think

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student

They also mentioned
that there are students
who may or may not fit
into the program.
“We do a lot more
work with people. We
like to say where computer science faces toward
the
computer,
we’re facing away from
it,” O’Keefe said. “They
have a lot of the same
attributes of scientists.
They want to socialize.
That’s somewhat of an
oversimplification, but
there’s some clarity that
comes from that.”
This field is technology-heavy, meaning that
the field is constantly
changing and adapting.
Students learn and
develop for this everchanging arena in UND’s
center for information
systems, Gamble Room
377.
This technology temple is a recently renovated space for advancing
UND’s Information Systems capabilities.
This exclusive space
only has five tables, giving it a maximum capacity of twenty students.
Each seat has an assigned
laptop. Each table has a
flat screen television, enabling the professor or
the students to project
what they are working
on. The front of the room
also has its own larger
flat screen.
The program requires
students to have constant
interaction with the professor, which was what
the alumni sought to improve with the funding
of this project.
“We’re not geeks who
also teach,” O’Keefe said.
“We’re teachers who are
geeks.”
Students interested in
joining the field are recommended to visit with
a faculty member in the
program to find out if
this is the career path for
them.

they want to work with
computers seek a major in computer science,
but they’re not the same
thing,” Braathen said.
“We work with the admissions office and they
have a better understanding of what we’re
doing, so they’re trying
to identify students that
might really be interest- Jacob Notermann is a staff writer for
ed in I.S. and not com- the Dakota Student. He can be reached
at jacob.notermann@ndus.edu
puter science.”

Classifieds
Lawn King is hiring for the following positions
-Snow removal operators full and part time running great equipment with heated
cabs. We operate the following equipment:
Snow Blowers - large and small, Payloader, Bobcat, Plow Truck
-Snow Crew Leaders - running a crew full time position
-Snow removal laborers- Shoveling on a crew of two or more people with many
short stops!
Potential to advance. No experience needed.
Looking for reliable, and hardworking individuals.
If you are willing to learn, we are willing to compensate you accordingly!!!
Note- Driver License required for some of the open positions. We offer health and
401K.
Apply in person, Mon - Fri 8am to 5pm
Lawn King 1601 Dyke Ave Grand Forks, ND. (Take university to 16th St N head
South towards railroad track and you will see our shop to your right.) You can also
fill out an application online at www.lawnkingnd.com under employment tab.
Call 741-KING if you have any questions.
Perkins Family Restaurant and Bakery is accepting applications for Servers, Cooks &
Hosts – all shifts
No experience necessary. Will train. Apply in person at 1305 S. Columbia Road or
email: 3842@prkmc.com EOE
Weekend Night Audit Position Open
Competitive pay
Benefits available
Apply at Hampton Inn Grand Forks
Call 757-2255 with questions.
Local Moving and Storage Company (Kedney Moving Center)
Looking for friendly, hard working people.
Flexible scheduling with pay of up to $16/hour.
Stop by 4700 Demers Ave. for an application.
Must have valid driver's license.
The Green Mill is now hiring servers and bartenders!!
Looking for some extra CASH???
Stop in and fill out an application or apply online at greenmill.com
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"A Man of No Importance" impresses the crowd

s

Nick Sallen
The Dakota Student

The year is 1964 in
Dublin, Ireland. Alfie
Byrne (Tyler Folkedahl)
is the director of an
amateur theatre troupe
twhich has been shut
down by Father Kenny
(Matt Stevens). Alfie
wants to stage a production of “Salome” at
-his church, where the
theatre troupe is based,
despite the objections of
church authorities.
e “Musicals are always
a big undertaking, but
I think our faculty is so
nprofessional,” Folkedahl
tsaid. “They do a good job
tof keeping us on track.”
As Alfie reflects on
-the events which have
transpired, the actors
in the group take him
through a typical day
of "A Man of No Impor-tance," in which he is not
sthe director but the star.
nAs the play unfolds, the
mpeople in Alfie's life appear: his sister Lily By-rne (Emily Taylor), a bus
driver Robbie Fay (Joe
Picardi) and newcomer
-Adele Rice (Ashley Restemayer).
e Alfie, who is also a
bus conductor, performs
-by speaking Oscar Wil.de's (Caleb Van Ornum)
words to Adele, impressaing the bus passengers
who are members of the
racting group. As Alfie
prepares dinner for himself and Lily, he tells her
mthat he has met a woman.
rLily has delayed marriage with Carney (Karter Dolan) to take care
tof Alfie until he marries,
and is happy for him
in the song "Burden of
Life."
Alfie explains that
he is not interested in
marriage to Adele — he
.wants her to act in "Sa-

Play Review
lome." Frustrated, Lily
scolds Alfie for wasting
his time in amateur theatre. After an evening
in a pub, Alfie returns
home confused about his
true identity. As he gazes
at himself in the mirror,
he sees Oscar Wilde in a
dream, and admits that
he loves Robbie in the
song "Man in the Mirror."
Lily invites Adele for
Sunday dinner, saying
that Alfie is hesitant to
speak for himself in the
reprise of "Burden of
Life." As Alfie is walking her home, Adele tells
him that in her hometown she has a boyfriend, John, and starts
crying. Empathetic towards holding onto a big
secret, Alfie councils her
in the song "Love Who
You Love."
When Breton Beret
(Wesley Curtis) propositions to Alfie, Alfie is
trapped between his own
shame and desire, but
Oscar Wilde advises him
that the way to eliminate
temptation is by giving
in.
As Mrs. Patrick (Bethany Springs) sings the
hymn "Our Father," Alfie
is confessing his minor
sins to Father Kenny.
Alfie hears Robbie in a
disembodied voice, but
he cannot confess to his
feelings of love towards
Robbie in the song "Confession."
The acting group is
rehearsing when Adele
suddenly cries and tells
Alfie that she is preg-

e

n
h

r

nant, then leaves. At an
emergency church meeting for the play, Monsignor cancels it and orders that the St. Imelda's
Players be ended. Alfie,
feeling sad, goes to the
pub and proposes to Beret. Beret takes Alfie's
hand and caresses him.
Then Alfie gets jumped
by Beret. Others beat him
and he asks for Robbie.
Lily and Carney take
Alfie home, but the news
spreads that Alfie is gay.
Finally, Alfie is alone
at St. Imelda's hall and
thinks back on his life,
coming to know that he
can no longer hide in the
song "Welcome to the
World"."
Robbie walks in to
join the acting group,
and all seems well in the
world now. Robbie finishes the production by
reading a passage from
Oscar Wilde.
“Working with a set
group of people in a collegiate program, you get
to see each other grow
and it’s easier to perform with people when
you have that comfort in
knowing who they are,”
Folkedahl said.
I was impressed by
the actors ability to perform a play within a
play. With musicals in
particular, it can be difficult to have interesting choreography with
a lot of song and dance
breaks.
One of the highlights
for me was to see Beret
emoting a rockstar onstage while sweeping the
ground with a broom,
and the large group choreographed movements.
“I hope that the show
has been able to reach the
audiences that need it in
a time like this,” Folkedahl said. “My hope as
an artist is that I can tell
stories and show people
the life of someone they
might not have seen before.”
The next UND Theatre production is “The
Nether” which will run
from Feb 25-29 in the
Burtness Theatre starting at 7:30 p.m. The box
office opens Feb 6. Call
701-777-2587 or come to
our theatre lobby in person to reserve your seat.

Photo courtesy of Brad Reissig / UND Theater Arts
The cast of "A Man of No Importance" performs at the Burtness Theatre mainstage.

College not what
you expected?
Check out M State.
Enroll in a program or take just one class.
Small class sizes. Personalized instruction.
You’ll feel welcome here.

Spring semester starts January 9.

A member of the Minnesota State system
Nick Sallen is the editor-in-chief
for the Dakota Student. He can be
reached at nicholas.sallen@und.edu

Learn more. Earn more. minnesota.edu
877.450.3322 | info@minnesota.edu | minnesota.edu/help
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|

Schedule

10 | Sports

W Hockey
vs. Syracuse

11/25 @ 2:07 p.m.

W Hockey

vs. Syracuse
11/26 @ 2:07 p.m.

M Hockey
vs. Michigan State
11/25 @ 7:37 p.m.

W Basketball
@ Kansas

11/27 @ 2:00 p.m.

M Basketball

M Basketball
@ North Florida

@ Wright State
11/26 @ 6:00 p.m.

11/25 3:30 p.m.

Mushing Huskies
Jack Harvey
Dakota Student
After six consecutive
winless results, the UND
men’s hockey team can
sleep a little easier at night
after sweeping the St. Cloud
State Huskies. Not only
does this end the streak,
but it also marks as the ﬁrst
time since 1998 when UND
swept the Huskies in St.
Cloud.
“That (sweep stat) was
something we were talking
about before the weekend
and then after we took care
of business Friday night it
was something that we kind
of touched on in our locker
room amongst ourselves
and with the staﬀ,” said
goalie Cam Johnson after
Saturday’s win.
“Very proud of our
guys,” said head coach
Brad Berry. “They worked
extremely hard, not just
for 60 minutes, but for 120
minutes. It all started last
Monday in practice when
there was a workmanlike
attitude. It was all business.
It’s a great step for our team.
We’ve got to keep building
our team and remember
how we played.”
Friday’s game looked

like it was going to be
another classic matchup
between the long time
conference rivals. Shane
Gersich had other plans.
The sophomore was
able to ﬁnd the back of the
net on a power play goal
late in the ﬁrst period to
give UND a one-goal lead
going into the second. Even
though that was all Johnson
needed, the goal scoring
didn’t stop there.
Freshman Ludvig Hoﬀ
added on a goal to make it
2-0 mid way in the second
period followed by two
more goals for Gersich to
give him the hat trick to
give UND a comfortable
position going into the
third.
Johnson took care of the
matter on the other end of
the ice stopping every shot
that came his way, resulting
in a 26 save shutout.
“I needed that,” Johnson
said. “My save percentage,
my stats have been subpar
but that’s something that
I really haven’t tried to
look at it because I think
I’ve been playing well this
year.”
Saturday night was no
diﬀerent for the Hawks.
The goals came consistently

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Sophomore forward Shane Gersich (right) scored four goals during this weekend’s series
against St. Cloud State University, including his ﬁrst collegiate hat trick.

with a goal scored in each
period courtesy of Rhett
Gardner, Gersich, and
Tucker Poolman.
Again one goal was
enough for Johnson as
he was as sharp as a nail
Saturday night as well
stopping every single one
of the 36 shots slung his
way.
With Friday’s win,

UND was able to pump
the brakes on a six game
winless streak. The last
time the team had a winless
streak like that was way
back in the 2002-2003 season
when they didn’t win for
seven straight games. To
put that into perspective,
a freshman from St. Paul,
Minn. named Zach Parise
was on the squad.

With the four goals
scored by Gersich, he
jumped out to be the points
leader for UND with 10
goals and eight assists to
give him 18 points. With
a total of 62 saves this
weekend, Johnson saw
a nice bump in his save
percentage going from .895
to .915 while averaging a
hair over two goals against

a game.
With the sweep of the
NCHC rival that is St.
Cloud State, UND is now
back in the thick of things in
the standings.
Nebraska-Omaha was
swept by Minnesota Duluth,
Western Michigan split
with Air Force, and Denver
tied with Miami, Ohio both
games to cause a bottle neck
in the standings. The UMD
Bulldogs continue to keep a
stranglehold on the NCHC
with a seven point lead
over second place Denver.
3rd-5th is a diﬀerent story.
There is only a point
separating the two teams as
every point matters to keep
up with the Bulldogs.
With
Thanksgiving
right around the corner,
there’s plenty to be thankful
for the UND faithful. They
were able to stop the
bleeding and get back to
the Fighting Hawks’ way of
hockey.
This upcoming Subway
Classic features UND going
up against the Big Ten’s
Michigan State on Friday
and Saturday.
Jack Harvey is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jack.harvey@und.edu

Hawks rest in no. 7 spot
Allyson Bento
The Dakota Student
Last Sunday morning
the UND football team
and fans gathered at
Buffalo Wild Wings and
waited to see whether
their hard work and
perseverance paid off
to earn a seed in the
playoffs. The selection
show
on
ESPNU
answered their prayers
as the Fighting Hawks
found their place in the
seventh seed.
The Hawks ended
their season with a 9-2
record and remained
undefeated
in
their
conference to earn their
spot. This means the
Hawks will take a bye
week in the first week
of FCS playoffs and
in week two they will
face the winner of the
Richmond and North
Carolina A&T.

“I think we played really well, we were right there
with them every game.”

John Santiago

UND football running back
“Having a bye is
a pretty big deal,”
linebacker
Connor
O’Brien said. “We can
get some guys back who
are banged up.”
North Carolina A&T
of Mid-Eastern Atlantic
ended their season with
the same record as UND,
9-2 but in their last
outing in the regular
season they fell to North
Carolina Central, 42-21.
As for Richmond from
the Colonial Athletics
Association, their season
ended slightly under
UND at 8-3. Richmond
was upset by William

THEDAKOTASTUDENT
The Dakota Student is excited to have videos on our
website and Facebook page.
Be sure to check them out at

DAKOTASTUDENT.COM

& Mary in their last
game, after losing their
starting
quarterback
Kyle Lauletta, 34-13.
UND
has
their
work cut out for them,

but it doesn’t seem to
phase the team as they
continue to practice and
excel.
“We worked hard
all year for this,” said

UND running back John
Santiago. “We just have
to keep it rolling.”
UND will host their
first playoff game on
Dec. 3 with a kickoff

time set for 5 p.m.
Tickets will be available
Nov. 21 at 10 a.m. at the
Ralph Engelstad Arena
and Alerus Center box
offices. Tickets will also
be available online at
UNDsports.com

Allyson Bento is the sports editor for
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
allysonmarie.bento@und.edu
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Stifling the Gophers

Alley Stroh/ Dakota Student

Ryleigh Houston chases the puck against the University of Minnesota Golden Gophers Saturday at the Ralph Engelstad Arena.

Adam Gunderman
The Dakota Student
The women’s hockey
team held the University
of Minnesota Golden
Gophers
winless
at
Ralph Englestad Arena
last weekend for only the
second time in program
history.
Both
Friday
and
Saturday, the Fighting
Hawks and Gophers
ended their matchups in
ties, 2-2.
Any time the Gophers
and the Hawks play, you
know that you are in for
a treat, no matter the
sport.
This weekend was no
different as the Gophers

is when the Gophers
were finally able to
strike. Four minutes in,
Dani Cameranesi scored
making it 2-1.
Cameranesi
struck
again in the third to tie
the game up at 2-2.
The Gophers had
three power plays just in
the third period, but they
could not cash in on the
opportunities and the
scored ended in a tie, 2-2.
After
a
scoreless
overtime, it would take
a shootout to determine
the winner.
In the shootout, each
team failed to score in
the first three rounds.
Lee
Stecklein
gave
Minnesota the shoot

“I think we played really well,
we were right there with them
every game.”
Hallie Theodosopoulos
UND women’s hockey athlete

were able to claw back
from early deficits in
both games.
In the first game, the
Hawks got off to a fast
start scoring two goals
early in the period.
“We knew we had to
come at them fast right
at the beginning, we
had to be aggressive,
and show them what we
are made of,” Gracen
Hirschy said. “I think we
did that. I think we did
pretty good for all three
periods too.”
UND went on their
first power play and
made the Gophers pay.
Hirschy found a loose
puck in front of the net
and buried it to take an
early 1-0 lead.
Just two minutes
later, Vilma Tanskanen
redirected the puck into
the net to extend the
Hawks’ lead to 2-0.
The second period

out victory in the fourth
round.
“I thought we played
well, come out and get a
lead, and play with the
lead for big chunks of
the game,” Head Coach
Brian Idalski said. “I
really thought our effort
and execution was good
today.”
On Saturday, the
score was the same as
Friday.
UND opened scoring
with a redirected goal
by
Emma
Nuutinen
off a shot from Jordan
Hampton.
Two minutes later, on
the first power play of
the game, Minnesota got
on the board with their
first and only power play
goal of the weekend.
Hallie Theodosopoulos took advantage of
a turnover and found
the net with a shot from
the left circle to give the

Hawks a 2-1 lead.
The lead would hold
up until two and a half
minutes into the third
period. Sarah Potomak
scored to tie it up at 2-2.
In
overtime,
the
Hawks
out-shot
the
Gophers 5-1, but could
not send the UND
faithful home with a
win.

Unlike Friday night,
the Hawks were able to
get on the board in the
shootout with a goal
by Halli Krzyzaniak.
Unfortunately,
the
Gophers scored two
goals and won the
shootout in three rounds
2-1.
The Hawks’ defense
came
up
big
this

weekend as they not
only held one of the best
teams in the country to
four goals and winless,
but they also blocked 46
shots between the two
games.
“I think we played
really well, we were right
there with them every
game.” Theodosopoulos
said.

The Hawks will be
back in action at the
Ralph next weekend as
they host Syracuse. The
games are Nov. 25 and
26 and the start time is
2:07 p.m. both days.
Adam Gunderman is a staff writer
for Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
adam.gunderman@und.edu
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Making dreams a reality

The UND Volleyball team celebrates their ﬁrst-ever Big Sky conference championship win Saturday evening at the Betty Engelstad Sioux Center.

Hunter Plante
Dakota Student
A week after making
history by becoming
Big
Sky
regular
season champions, the
University
of
North
Dakota Fighting Hawks
volleyball team kept
the ball rolling this past
Saturday night at the
Betty Engelstad Sioux
Center. The Fighting
Hawks won the Big Sky
conference tournament
to advance to its first
ever Division I NCAA
Volleyball tournament.
There were eight
teams that at the start of

the tournament hosted
in Grand Forks, N.D. to
try and do exactly what
UND
accomplished
this past weekend. The
Fighting Hawks swept
three teams en route to
winning the conference
tournament.
What
a
weekend it was for Mark
Pryor and his Hawks.
“I just have so much
joy and pride for these
17 young women,” UND
head coach Mark Pryor
said. “I am so proud to
see them accomplish a
goal that they put forth
at midnight 102 days
ago. We talked at our
first practice about ‘if
you want to be last, you

Daniel Yun/ Dakota Student
Tamara Merseli prepares to forearm pass against Idaho State University Friday night at the Betty Engelstad Sioux Center.

Alley Stroh/ Dakota Student

“Everything that this team has put their mind to, they have
accomplished. It is really that simple. These young women
deserve all the credit.”

Mark Pryor

UND volleyball head coach
have to be willing to be
first,’ Pryor said. “First
in the practice gym,
first to push yourself
harder internally, first
to recognize and resolve
conflict, and first to
recognize your areas for
growth. This team did
that every step of the
way.”
“Everything
that
this team has put their
mind to, they have
accomplished,”
Pryor
said. “It is really that
simple. These young
women deserve all the
credit.”
Pryor is right about
that. On Saturday, his
Fighting Hawks were
soaring high above the
net all night long. UND
set the Big Sky conference
tournament record for

hitting percentage in
the Big Sky Final. That
shouldn’t
surprise
anyone, however, as
UND has done that all
year long.
Tamera Merseli led
the Fighting Hawks with
11 kills, and Faith Dooley
wasn’t far behind, as
she finished with 10.
Dooley also got to 1,000
kills for her career last
Saturday night. Standout
freshman Alivia Fraase
finished with 22 digs for
the defense.
It was a wild and
raucous crowd at the
Betty, and they were into
it from the first serve to
last serve, and it made it
hard on their opponent,
the Northern Arizona
Lumberjacks. To give the
Lumberjacks credit, they

fought extremely hard
and gave UND a run, but
they didn’t really have
an answer for the twoheaded attack of Chelsea
Moser and Dooley.
Junior Sydney Griffin
was feeding the ball
around to her attackers all
night, finishing the night
with 36 assists, eight kills
and two blocks. Griffin
was named MVP of the
regular season.
UND had four players
be named to the Big Sky
all-tournament
team.
Griffin, Moser, Merseli,
and Faith Dooley, who
was also MVP of the
tournament Coach Pryor
said that this conference
title was won a long time
ago.
“Tonight’s
match
was not won simply

tonight. It was won with
each 6:30 a.m. lifting
session. It was won
with each monotonous
practice drill that they
completed,” Pryor said.
“It was won with how
they made choices to
treat teammates well,
and to remain focused
and dialed in to obtain
their goal.”
UND will represent
the Big Sky conference in
the NCAA tournament.
They will find out their
fate this Sunday at 9 p.m.
on the NCAA Volleyball
selection
show
on
ESPNU.
Hunter Plante is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
hunter.plante@und.edu
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